
1582 Dec. 11 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

by all 27 member states—we’ll have new fig-
ures; we’ll have new institutions more capa-
ble to affirm the role of a united Europe on 
the international scene. 

Italy and Europe both must think there 
is possibilities for international security and 
peace for the cause of liberty and democracy. 
And the more Europe will be united and will 
be effective, I think the better we can reach 
these goals. 

We cannot ask the United States to take 
care of our security. International security is 
a common duty, and Europe must be up to 
this challenge. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Thank you, sir. Glad 

you’re here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President 
Napolitano referred to Brig. Gen. Federico 
Bonato, Italian Army, commanding general, Re-
gional Command Capital, NATO’s International 
Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan. 

Statement on the Situation in Burma 
December 11, 2007 

I am deeply disturbed by the report that 
U.N. Special Rapporteur Paulo Pinheiro re-
leased today in Geneva documenting his 
findings from his trip to Burma last month. 
It provides further alarming details about the 
Burmese authorities’ crackdown on dem-
onstrations by monks and democracy activists 
and the severe reprisals that continue today. 

He describes how the regime harassed, de-
tained, and killed many peaceful demonstra-
tors. The Special Rapporteur received re-
ports, for example, that a large number of 
bodies were burned September 27–30 at the 
Ye Way Crematorium. 

I strongly condemn these actions and the 
junta’s refusal to accept the need for real 
change in Burma. Even while Mr. Pinheiro 
was in Burma, the regime continued to arrest 
and harass monks and democracy activists. 
The regime has also closed down mon-
asteries, including the Maggin Monastery in 
Rangoon that served as a hospice and treat-
ment center for HIV/AIDS patients. 

Mr. Pinheiro’s report demonstrates why 
the world cannot go back to business as usual 

with General Than Shwe and his junta. I call 
on all members of the international commu-
nity to condemn the atrocities detailed in Mr. 
Pinheiro’s report in the strongest possible 
terms. Last month, I announced new sanc-
tions on the leaders of the regime and their 
cronies. Should the regime continue to ig-
nore calls for a true democratic transition and 
the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other 
political prisoners, the United States is pre-
pared to lead international efforts to place 
more sanctions on the regime. Laura and I 
will continue to stand with the Burmese peo-
ple as they seek the freedom they deserve. 

NOTE: The President referred to Senior Gen. 
Than Shwe, Chairman, State Peace and Develop-
ment Council of Burma; and Aung San Suu Kyi, 
leader of the National League for Democracy in 
Burma. 

Proclamation 8211—Wright 
Brothers Day, 2007 
December 11, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The cause of discovery and exploration is 

a desire written in the human heart. On 
Wright Brothers Day, we remember the 
achievement of two young brothers on the 
Outer Banks of North Carolina whose per-
sistence, skill, ingenuity, and daring revolu-
tionized the world. 

Orville and Wilbur Wright made the first 
manned, powered flight on December 17, 
1903. Orville experienced the thrill of flight 
when he felt the first lift of the wing of the 
small wood and canvas aircraft that would 
travel 120 feet in 12 seconds. The brothers’ 
passion and spirit of discovery helped define 
our Nation and paved the way for future gen-
erations of innovators to launch satellites, 
orbit the Earth, and travel to the Moon and 
back. 

Our country is continuing the Wright 
brothers’ great American journey. My Ad-
ministration is committed to advancing space 
science, human space flight, and space explo-
ration. We will continue to work to expand 
the horizons of human knowledge to ensure 
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